BUILTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

1943. 


fir  .Chairman, Ladles  and  Gentlemen,  f. 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting 
my  report  for  the  year  19 43. This  report  is  prepared  on  the  lines 
indicated  in  Circular  10/44  and  is  again  therefore  very  restricted 
The  opportunity  is  taken, how ever, of  dealing  briefly  with  subjects 
in  which  the  public  has  shown  especial  interest  during  the  year. 

Infectious  Disease. 

■ The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease 
wore  notified  to  me  during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough.... 3 cases. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.. ...1  case. 

Scarlet  Fever ........ .5  cases 

.Measles ..... .2  cases. 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 3 cases 


All  these  cases  wore  isolated  at  their  homos  with  the  exception 
of  one  “case  of  Scarlet  Fever, which  was  removed  to  Merthyr 
'isolation  Hospital. As  will  bo  seen  the  district  remained  free 
from  any  severe  outbreak  of  infectious  disease . 

Diphtho  r i a Immuni  sat  1 on  • 

During  the  year  monthly  clinics  were 
held  for  the  purpose  of  immunising  children  agaansc  diphtherial 
The  response  has  been  satisfactory  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
position  as  regards  North  Breconshire  is  shown  by  the  following; 

Humber  of  children  In  the  district  between  1 and  5 years  who  have 
been  immunised. ...... .1082. .... ,81.6/. 

Number  of  children  in  the  district  between  5 and  15  years  who  havo 

been  Immunised. 3462. ....  .87.6/. 

Number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  not  if  icd 0C 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  last  case  of  diphtheria  to  ho 
notified  in  the  district  occurred  in  July, 1942. 

Venereal  Pis oas e , 

The  Breconshire  County  Council  has  an  agreement 
with  the  General  and  Eye  Hospital, Swansea, for  the  treatment  of 

those  cases. 

Tuber culosis . 

The  following  details  show  tho  position  as  regards 
tuberculosis  in  tho  district. 

Number  of  cases  on  tho  register  at  the  c ormonc ement  of  year... 10. 


iTumhcr  of  cases  removed  as  recovered ..1. 

Number  of  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis 0. 

Number  of  notifications  in  recent  years.. 1939,... 2. 

1940. . . .1. 


1941. .  . .1. 

1942. . ..2. 

1943. .  ..0. 
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Water  Supplies. 

At  the  request  of  the;  Welsh  Board  of  Health 
some  details  arc  now  given  of  the  water  supplies  to  the  district 

It  is  estimated  that  only  about  15  por  cent  of 
the  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  with  water  by  the 
Council. Of  these  about  75  per  cent  are  supplied  with  a tapped 
supply  inside  the  house  while  the-  reminder  are  supplied  by 
standpipes „ In  addition  a large  village  is  supplied  by  a villago 
pump  and  private  wells.  . • 

Qwing  to  the  fact  that  the  district  is  a scattered  rural  one 
the  remaining  85  por  cent  of  the  houses  have  their  own  private 
supplies . 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  groat  majority  of  the  supplies  can 
bo  greatly  improved  both  from  a qualitative  and  quantitative 
point  of  view* for  in  periods  of  even  moderate  drought  continual 
complaints  rro  received. 

It  is  not  known  that  any  of  tho  above  waters  have  any  plumb o- 
solvent  action. 


Ho  exceptional  administrative  measure  w as  recommended  by  me 


during  tho  year. 

■ Yours  faithfully. 

T.C.R. GEORGE. 

Hodical  Officer  of  Health, 


